
CORK CITY LIBRARY
CORK OPERA HOUSE 

ST PETERS
THE EVERYMAN

THE LORD MAYOR’S PAVILION

Designed by Kids for Kids
12 June – 22 August*

12-5pm, Monday – Saturday*

* The Lord Mayor’s Pavilion 6-28 June, Tues-Sat 11-5pm
Check venue websites in case closed for events

We asked children from Cork what their city 
would look like if they were in charge. They 
wanted to play! 

PlaySpaces trail leads families on an exploration 
of secret hideaways and imaginative play 
installations developed in collaboration with 
children from across Cork City. Curl up with a 
book in your own reading pod at Cork City 
Library, people-watch from a treehouse in Cork 
Opera House, or let your imagination run wild at 
the Everyman Theatre. 

An exhibition at Sample-Studios Gallery at The 
Lord Mayor’s Pavilion in Fitzgerald’s Park will take 
you behind-the-scenes, sharing insights into the 
child-led design process. 

Remember, these are child-only zones where 
adults can peek in, but kids rule!

PlaySpaces is a city-wide trail of 
child-only play pods and cosy 
dens across Cork City, designed 
by kids for kids. 

Chris Finnegan’s participatory arts 
practice explores play as a vital 
force of imagination, being and 
empowerment for young people.

This multi-year participatory arts project was 
developed in response to Cork Child Friendly 
City’s city-wide consultation, to give form to 
the voices of Cork’s young citizens.

A Cork Midsummer Festival production, funded by the Arts 
Council’s Arts in Early Learning and Childcare Scheme, Arts 
in Education Portal Documentation Award 2026 and Cork 
City Council through Creative Communities Scheme. 

Lead Artist: Chris Finnegan 
Producer: Susan Holland
Accessibility Support: Donna O’Keeney 
Design Consolidation: Olan Wyrnn 
Graphic Design: Jason O’Gorman

Community Partners:
Múin Afterschool Blackpool, Blarney and Ballincollig;
St. Vincent’s Primary School; The Crann Centre

Host Venue Partners:
Cork City Library; Cork City Opera House;
St Peters; The Everyman; The Lord Mayor’s Pavilion

Access
Information
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Young Participant Artists: 

Come explore child-only PlaySpaces 
throughout Cork City to find a cosy
den, an imaginary theatre creature,
a secret tree-house, a magical book
nook and a sensory space-disco.

Designed by children in Múin Afterschools and
St Vincent's Primary School with artist Chris Finnegan.

Aaron O'Donoghue • Aiden Gonsalves • Alex Carroll • Alex McDonnell • Ali Jasionek • Alice Teehan • Alma Ní Shuilleabhain • Arianna Merlino • Arielle Murphy • Arlo Murphy • Arlo Vukoje • Arthur Matuszczyk • Ben O'Brien • Caoilinn Maria Rodrigues Codd • Cara Nemtanu • Cayden Rimando • 
Charlotte Brophy • Ciara Scannell • Conor Carey • Daire Sweeney • Darra Davis O'Mahoney • Darragh Coghlan • Dylan Calnan O'Connor • Eduardo Antao • Elizabeth Poix • Emma Dunlea • Evan Yeung • Fatima Naheed • Faye Bracken • Fiachra Tisdale • Florence Gaffney Duignan •
Freya Philpott • Giorgie Lawless Taite • Hannah Coghlan • Hannah Teehan • Harvey Beadle • Hugo Col • Izziemae Rumley Barry • Jack Sweeney • Jessica Costello • Joish George • Juliette O'Connor • Katie Forrest Murphy • Kinsco Mc Namara • Lacey Ahern • Lacey Kavanagh •
Liam Costello • Liam Masalethulini  • Liam Wool • Lily  Col • Lily Kearns • Lucas Maria Rodrigues Codd • Maddisyn O'Shea O'Sullivan • Marc Moreno • Mila JP Kearney • Mila Nemtanu • Myles Foley • Natalie Heappey • Nathan Kearney • Noah Forrest Murphy • Olivia O'Donovan •
Parnika Dash • Phoenix Murphy • Priya Margaret Bell • Rachel Matthews • Rachel Quinlan • Rebecca Quinlan • Rian Dennehy • Rian Hennessy • Richie Forde Cook • Robyn Duggan • Ruan Vandeek • Ruby Russell • Ryan Kelleher • Saoirse Corcoran • Sean Condon •
Sidharth Sumesh • Sienna Ford • Soarla Tisdale • Sophia Condon • Suzanne Poix • Taylor Nagle • Theo O’Brien • Thomas  Lawton • Viola Di Matti
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